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tets lsba Zw6l ldumi le Mxqasi .  bet t€r
known as Duml le,  is  one of  Afr lca 3
greatest contemPorary arlists He was
born ln 1942 at wo.cester. in the capo
Province. After hls mother's death in
1948 the family moved lo Cape Iown
and l€ter ,  when Dumi le was 11 years
old.  to Johannesburq

His e,(cept ional  ta lent  was I i rs t
nol iced in 1964 whi le he was re.e iv inq

Ino. lsa6, conpo.iiion tor I iculprur.

r .ea tment  a t  a  hosp i ta l  in  Johannes.
bu19.  A  year  la te r  Ca l le ry  101 spon-
sored h im and in  1966.  he  gave h is
l i rs t  one-man erh ib i i ion  in  the  Go lden
Ci ty .  tn  1968 he  went  abroad where  h6
has l i ved  eve .  s ince .

Th is  a r t i s t  has
shows t .  h is  c red i t ,  a t  the  Fepub l ic  A{
Fes t ,v i l  (1966) ,  the  Transvaa l  Academy
t l96?)  ihe  Grosvenor  Ga l le ry .  tondon
(1964)  and Ihc  Contemporar t  A f r i .a
4r l  F rh  h r r  n f  L r r . lon  l lqcq l  I f



irahr, M. Ounrl., r|.r
rr". ch.@.r d'r'lne

l.ld: ir, Ouoll., "tll-

urirv. Gdr r-! .
c h r l r d r . r l n g , n r 6 s
.m colr.crlon, unrv.':i.v

,----/

-  ? '

196? he repre3snt.d South Afrlca at
th3 Sao Paulo aiennale.  Duml lo !  work
ha! been acquired for a great matrY
local public collsctlons includlnq the
South Ahican National Gallery In CaPe
Town, th6 Ourban Art Gallery and the
Pretoria Art Muse'rm. as well as many
pr lvato col lect lons.  Dumi le is  a lso re '
presented in the uSA, Br i ta in.  Selglum,
Sweden, lsrael and other overses3

Oumile i3 both a sculptor and a
graphic artist. lt ls his graphlca esp€.
clally which hav€ won hin the greatest
acclaim. The content of these, mostly
drawings, is strongly based on social
rer l ism desl ing chl€f ly  wi th the socia l
conditions and problehs alfecting the
Black mans ident i ty  ln an urban en-

His a{ .  which reveals certa in morbld
undercur€nts. i3 characlerised by a
dlslortion stemming from tremendous
emotion. To a grear extent this work
belongs to rhe art of the fantasiic. The
tremendous v i ta l i ty  of  th is work.  which
is very contemporary. appears to be
drawn lrom the artist s subconscious: a
large number of th€se drawings th€re'
lore contain strong el€ments of lhe
eubconscious. The drawinss sre marked
by their hsadom from the llmitation of
reason and absenc€ of any aeslhetic
preoccupation. Th6 viewer gets the im-
p.ession that thoy were executed spon-
t6nsously ln accordance with the ar
t ls ts subconscious thought and v ls ion.
Yet ihey are quite comprehensible and
i t  l !  thos6 very qu. l i t ies whlch imbue
ths drawings wj th luch s igni f icance.

The human f lgure is  o l  pr ime im-
ponance in Duml l€s d.awlngs as is
rhe successful  manner in which these
tigure3 give utterance to emolions and
feelings. Ay means of their postufe.
gestures, rhythm - in short, pattern
ot  body structu.s- they express Inner
and psychlc exper iences The t isure is
often €pocalyplic in appearance and the
distorred style In which they are drawn
lul f i ls  a speci f ic  funct ion namelv.
heightening ihe sensation ot the emo_
t ions ihey depict .  The insl in. f  ot
Dumile s ad i3 apparent in lhese
sketches which communicate his emo-
r ions in h le l l ig ib le language.

Dumi le 's a{  is  undoubtedlv a ser ious
and meaninglu l  commentarv on the c i tv
t i fe ot  the Black man t t  is  ind. : . r ive
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