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Retreat on the Crocodile River

Location: Magaliesberg Mountains
Owner. Johann van Heerden

Architect. owner

Intenor design: owner

Sculptor Johann van Heerden and his
artistic French wife Jaqueline, live in
the Magaliesberg mountains in a
house they designed and built them-
selves. Poised on a rocky hillside

above the Crocodile River, this house
is almost as indigenous as the spec-
tacular landscape which surrounds it.

The Van Heerden's twenty-tive
morgen of mountainous veldt yielded
a wealth of rocks of every conceivable
bulding size — these were used exc-
lusively in the construction of the
house. Even river sand is available on

site and the owners have ngged up a
pulley system to transport sand from
the river below. The walls of the house
are built of rock and are double-skin
with a concrete nterliming core Al-
though certain interior walls are plas-
lered, many are 3s rustic as the ex-
terior — all have incredible strength.

The owners have furnished their
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house in a casuvat country fashion with
a fair amount of Afnkaner and Cape
Dutch furmiture and a few contempor-
ary Scandinavian pieces. Textures
and {ones abound throughout the in-
tenor — the floors are of sealed quarry
tiles on which rugs are scattered. Fab-
rcs are rustic and cotourful with simple
geometric palterns — some were
handwoven by Jaqueline van Heer-
den.

Johann van Heerden had toyed with
ideas of bullding his own house for
many years. His preferences were for
rock and rusticity and on returning
from Europe, where he had been work-
ing, he finally adapted one of his many
plans to fit the Crocodile River site.
After problematic.experiences with the
varying levels, building was started in
1963.

The Van Reerdens are st building
Next on the lisl is a loggia and change
room arrangement next to the poot.
This area commands a spectacular
view across the Crocodile River of un-
spoiled indigenocus mountamn terrain
nch i aloes and protea and still inha-
bited by baboon.

This house is so secluded and tran-
quil as to be almost akin to an eyrie set
high up, some lorty feet above the
river As a place of work and shmulus
10 the artishic owners, it is near 10 per-
fection. As a self-sufficient domestic
habitat, it is equally so.
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