
LONDON-The works

of Afr ican art ists from

South Afr ica are now
ado rn ing  homes  i n

Canada ,  Wes t  Ge r .

many and - unl ikel i-

est of al l  -  Iran as a

l 'esult  of the exhibit ion

of their works at Gal '

lerv 21 in London. So

suc-cessful has the show

been. in fact, that i t  is

being extended for a

week .

wha t  a t t r ac ted  I r an ians ,

Wes t  Ge rmans  end  canad -

tRns ,  among  o the rs ,  t o  t he

vork of Maqhubela, Met-

roso, Nkost, Siblya, and Si.

t ho le?

Some, apparently, were

lntr igued to leärn that

thrre .vas something l ike

South Afr ican indlSenous

art.  according to the 8al '
lery owner, 1\ lr  Fernand

Haenggi.
" l t  

rs West and East Af '

r lcan art that ls best

known in Eutope," he ex'

p l a i ned .  "Bu t  f o r  mos t ,

the oriSin was immatcriel,

they bou8ht the pieces -

paintings end sculpture -

because  t hey  l i ked  t he

work  t he ] ' saw . "

t ( : u r i ou ( lY ,  Sou lh  A fT !
cans  \ r e re  no t  among  the
b r r l  e r s .  Tc ' o  poss ib l e
teasons  a re  advanced  fo r
t h r s :  t hey  do  no t  r ea l i se
so rne  o f  t he  b€s t  p i eces  o f
th€ art ists are here -

end at the same price

- t he t 'wou ld  pay  i n  Sou th
Africa - or they have the
al06ts'  work in their col-
l ec t i ons  e l r eedy ,  and  i n
London venture into new
f ield-(.  )

S i t ho le ' s  use  o f  wood
captured the imagination
of many of the foreign
Tiesers. as did Maqhube-
Ia's use of colour. Some
recal led his work at the
LondoD Art Gallery last
year and notiee a change
in  t echn ique -a  l i gh te r
use of paint.

Similarly, South Afr icans
sho  f i s i t ed  t he  exh ib i t i on
sew development in
Dumile's work; a desc€nt
I r om the  emo t i ona l  and
d rama t i c  t o  son le th i ng
m o r e  s t y l i s e d  a n d
6Tt|\t)lified,

S i t ho le  $ ' äs  t he  mos t
6u (cess fu l  a r t l s t  f r om l he
sa les  po ln t  o f  v rew ,  bu t
I(unralo and It{eqhubela
ao ld  we l l  t oo .

"There has beon so
much inlerest and so

many people hare com-

(IF.E.f..�-ffiD
mented on the show, that
I have decided to carry i t
on," said Mr Haenggi.

He is cr i t ical of his own
timing. "I  should have
held the exhibit ion in the
Duropean summer months,
u'hen the foreign tourists
ere h€re in strength -

there are few sal€s to b
cals. I t  would have been
justi f ied then, too, to
spread i t  over two
months."

The next South Afr i l
cans lo be shown here arel
Zoltan Borberekr. tnel
sculptor, rnd Tadeusz I
Jerszynski,  the painter.f
The i r  so rk  w i t l  f o rm  pe r t l
of en impodant lnterne-l
t ional exhibit ion faeturing
i l lustr ious !:rmes l iko
tr l i ro, Clave end Tapies.

Dumlle may have e
one-man show later this

] 'ear. but in Gallery 21's
Johannesburg counterpart,
and Mr Haenggi is hoping
to stage a joint show by
sithole end Sibiya in Har-
lcm at some future date.
-DTRT( DE VILLILENS.


