
193
Born Pretoria South Africa.

1951
Matriculates Atrikaanse Hoer Seunskool Preloria.
ls awarded 4 year Athletic Scholarshrp in springboard
drving ro Universrty ot Oklahoma USA.

1952
Enters Schoolof Arl, University ol Oklahoma.
Studies |lnder Professors Amelio Amero - Stone Lithography,
John O'Ner l  -  Parnt ing,  Eugene Eavinger -  Design.

ts54
Sludies bal le l  -  Oklahoma Ci ty.
1965
Marries Gwen Drennan of Oklahoma Ciiy, a dancer and lellow

1956
Wins diving honours al Univelsity, Begionaland National level.
ls awarded Letzeiser Medal lor best studenl in faculty of a(.
Firsl one-man show - Student retrospectrve in tJnrversrty Fine
Ans Bur ldrng
Graduales f rom Universr tyof  Oklahoma wrth BFA in Informal ion
Design and Parnling.

1957
Employedone year as a designer wilh the Graphic Arts Cenire
In Oklahoma Ci ly

1980
Wins South African Springboard Diving Championship.
Group Show Oueen's Hall, Johannesburg.
Exhibiiion SAAA Gallery Pretofla.
1961
Desrgns several private resadences in Pretoria including own.
Son Marc Ernst is born.
Exhibition Gallery 101 Johannesburg with Bobert Hodgins.
ReleJ steel and gold leal assemblages.
Wins National competition for two 20 x l0' mosaic murals Jor
the Transvaal Provinc ial Administration Building. ls comm issioned
to design a linear steel mural for lhe new German Embassy in
Pretona. ComDletes same vear

196i1
Exhibrtion Gallery 101 Johannesburg. Welded steeland gold leal
paintings and lithographs. Exhibition SAAA Gallery Prerom.
Relief paintings in gold leaf and steel.

tgcl
ls appoinled director of Intam Advertising Agency.
ls appointed Adve(ising and Design advisor
to United Tobacco Comoanv.
Compleles mosarc murals Day and'Nighf for the new
Transvaal Provincial Administration Building in Preloria.
Exhibils 6 slides ol paintings in an exhibition entitled
Dislinguished Former An Students at L,niversrtyol Oklahoma.
1964
Exhibils graphic desrgn work for show 'lntergraphis - Montreal
Exhibils 20 paintings at Galleraa Montenapoleone Milan.
Exhibition SAAA Gallery Prctoria. Gold leal and white paintings.
Exhibition Gallery 101 Johannesburg.
ls commissioned to design concrete reliel molifs lor the
Atomic Energy Research Centre Pelindaba
ls commissioned to design mosaic mural for the
Permanent Building Society Kimberley.
Comoletes mural same vear.
1965
Travels to America and Europe. Meets Thomas Messer, culatot
of Guggenheim Museum, who expresses Interest In hrs work.
Studies develooment of manv related ad lields:
Painting, Graphics, Film, Photography
and Design in the Uniied States of America
and dechnes several possible positions with organisalions lhere.
Vrsits museums and galleries ot severalAmercan cities as
wel las Amsterdam and Rome.
On return to South Akica concentrates on printmakrng,
primarily Serigraphy.
Takes up diving coaching and during the course of the
nexl 9 years sees 5 pupils achieve Sprngbok Colours.

1966
Exhibition Gallery l0l Johannesburg.
Predominantly gold leal and silver foil paintings.
Exhibilion SAAA Gallery Pretoia.
Silver paintings and experimenrs in Op Art.
Exhibi t ion SMAGal lery 'Pr intmakers ' .
Stone hthographs and serigraphs.
Designs Staie President s Sport Award
Work shown on Reoublic Festival Exhibition.

During return trip to Sourh Afnca, visits the major museums
of New York Crty, Washrngton D C. and London.
Setlles in Prerofla.

1958
Establishes Ernst de Jong Studios, Prerona
and lor the next three years teaches part-time at
Prelora Technrcal College inlroducing new directions
In the teachrng of  Informat ion Desrgn
Dunng the next  15 years ( l958 to I973) Ernsr de Jong Studros
employs and trains many of South AJrica's top designers and
produces much of South Africa s presiige graphrc work as well
as severalaward wrnnrng exhibi t ions and pavi l l ions.
Ernst de Jong Studios comes to be regarded as the top graphic
design f i rm in South Atr ica.  In 1968 the Studios establ ishes
a Film division producing many excellent advenising films
whtch have a nolable impacl
on cinematographic trends in South Africa
With the field of Corporate lmage lhe Studios pioneers a new
direction in Soulh Afflcan design.
Work of the StudDs gains Nalronaland Internalional recognition
as in the Nal ional  Design Conlesl  of  1972
arranged by the newspaper. RAPPORT,
where rl takes the maior orizes On several occasrons
the wor ld 's most  in l luent ia lgraphic design publ icar ions -
Graphis ol Zuich and lhe New York Art Drectors Annual-
select work by Ernsl de Jong for reproduction - a singular
honour for a Soulh Alrican designer.
1359
One-man show South African Arts Associalion {SAAA}
Gallery Pretoria.
stone Lr thoqraohv and oarnt tnos
Odrlohter ciseile is born



1967
Exhibition SAAA Gallery Pretona. Graphic wotk - predominantly
sen9raphs.
Exhibition Gallery 101. Paintings. serigtaphs and lithographs.
Gfaphic work exhibited at Memorial lJniversity Newloundland.
t96a
Work shown on Golden Jubilee Exhibrtion of the
Eastern Plovince Sociely of Fine Arts Port Elizabeth.
ls commissioned lo paint 127' mufal for new
Jan Smuts International Airport Johannesburg.
Designs 3 General Hedog postage stamps with illuslrations
by l rmin Henkel .
1961
Designs I2 l rc Hea Transplant  Slamp.
Completes ailport mural.
ls elected National Springbok Diving Coach and
rours Eulope with National Drving Team.
Produces Oklahoma series,
a portfolio of 12 multicolour serigraphs.
Makes another Eurcpean tour to study hotel design visiting
Lisbon, London, Copenhagen. Geneva, the Riviera and Rome.
1970
Exhabition Goodman Gallery Johannesburg - Oklahoma series.
Exhibits serigraphs in TransvaalArt Show, Bloemfontein.
Atlends World Diving Coaches Associalion Congress in
Germany and is appointed Representative lor AJica,
Visits museums in Basle and Zurich-

1973
Acceots oosation on Selectioir Committee for SAAA, Ptetoria.
Works on the lechnrcal arNvork lor the 16 Definitrve postage
stamos.
Designs Corporate lmage lor RSA International Games.
ls elected as ihe first President
ol the South Afic6n Diving Union.
Wo*s on mural for Everite Company Johannesburg.
Travels to Eurooe lo studv museums in Zurich,
Pafis and St Paul de Vence
and attends the WDCA congress in Gwatt Swil2edand.

1974
Withdraws involvement in many other c re ative sphereslo de!ote
more lme lo parnlrng,
Completes mural  for  Nalal  Provincia l  Adminis l rat ion Sur ldrng
Pietermaritzburg.
Resigns post at University of Pretoria.
ls appointed bythe Mrnisrerof Post and Telegraphs to the Slamp
Commftee.
Eesides dirccting a limited amount of films and design work is
appointed crcative advisor to the Springs Town Councrl for the
preslige areas oJ lhe new crvrc cenlre.
Designs Il x 20 tapestry for the Mayoral Reception room.
Painrs painring enritled Coal and Gold' Jor lhe Springs Mayors
OIfrce
Produces lhe Springs po(folio of 4 limited edition se graphs for
the counci l .  Oesigns and di rccts 6 x 10'paint ingoi  the Old
Raadsaal - Springs.
His diving pupil, Springbok Gina Lawrie, wins National 1 and 3
metre titles- and rs accepled fortraining by rheAmerican Olympic

Produces portloho ol4limited edrtion serig laphs enlrtled Shells'.
Produces portfolio ol 4 limited edition seigraphs entitled 'The

Dance' .
20 serigraphs are shown ar Easle Art Fair in June.
Firc lone man show inJohannesburg s ince 1967 in Pie lerWenning
Gallery in Novemb€r.
The 16 Definitive postage slamps are released.

Completes 5 paintings lor lBM s Pretoria Showroom.
Shows'Recl in ing Nude'at  Gal lery 10. I  Exhibi t ion THE NUDE
t N  1 0 1 ' � .
Elected Chairman Soulh Alrican Daving Board of Control.
197t
Exhibits Winler Art Show Johannesburg.
ls commissioned lo oaant six- 12 x 8' murals for the
Arcadia ShopFing Centre Pretofia. ls commissioned to design
16 Detinitive Postage Stamps lor South Africa on th€ themes
of South Africa s Birds. Fishes and Flowers.
Work shown in Republic Festival Exhibition Cape Town.
Work on group show Arts Association Gallery Johannesburg -
'10 Artisls of today and tomorrow'.
19r2
Begins teaching al lJniversity of Pretoria inaugurating a new
degree course In Inlormation Design.
Travels to USA, makes tour of several Universitv a( schools to
study recent United States teachrng lrends.
Sludies cufrent American painting scene
and New York City museums and galleries.
Reads pap€r on art education at SAAA Congress in Pretoria.
Oklahoma series selected to represent South Atrica at Venice
Biennale - subsequently tours South Alrica as the Republic of
South Alrica (RSA) Exhibition.
Sels foundation for the de!€lopment ol
an advanced sport trarnrng complex in Pretofia.
Attends.Olympic Games, Munich and is re-appointed
Representative for Africa to lhe WDCA. Studies Olymoic
Exhibition - drb Kunst der ltelt in'die Haus der Kunst'-Munich.
Completes murals lor Arcadia Cenlre.
Paints 20' x 40' gold le6l relief murat lor the Banking Hall ol
the United Euilding Society, Pretoria.
Designs mural for Naral Prcvincial Administration Euitdino
Pierermafltzburg
ls commissioned to paint 8 x 33 mural for lhe Eveite Comr'anv
Johannesburg.


