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Mbatha is
a sincere
craftsman

ween simply as another ex-
*" hibition, AZARIA MBA-
HA work at the Gallery 101
make pleasant viewing. As
an example of a dedicated
technician working simply
and sincerely through the
medium of the woodcut, it
represents a high point in
African art

There is a mediaeval taste
for display in a great deal
of Mbatha’s work, an almost
theatrical sumptuousness in
his naively humurous _ex-
cursions into Biblical story-
telling. e

His imaginative black and
white prints show something
of the wonderment of the
simple—not simple—mind
exposed to an epic thatiis
usually Nationalised by, the
more  superficially sophisti-
cated European, viewing the
legend of Old ’]mtdment
literature  with  tongugs
cheek scepticism

This artist is also showing
a small selection of ntvhmg‘
and a smaller group of’ mo-
notypical items. They are
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of the woodcuts, but the pro-
mise underlying these techs
nically ambitious works,
considerable. 2
I think this (‘xl\mmon is §
sily the least demanding
of any I have reviewed this
year. No massive demands
on the intellect or on one’s
intuitive powers of anal s
Just simply dezigned vig-
nettes of the storyteller’s

handled by a sincere
ftsman in a manner as
old as time itself.
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