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Peter Davis is an enigma if one
believes that an individual’s develop—
ment is likely to show a consistent
pattern and a degree of predictability.
Of course, this view is true only up
to a point and Peter Davis’ life pre—
sents an interesting example of the
complex interplay between natural
abilities, social forces and chance
events which create a pattern in re—
trospect but defy accurate prediction
at any particular point in time.

This is not the place to attempt a

psychological analysis of the artist’s
life but here, briefly, is the success—
ion of phases: English public school—
boy, salesman, civil servant, member
of the Kenya police, big—game hunter,

estate agent, shopkeeper, furniture—
maker, industrial designer, woodcarver,
sculptor. Only the last four have some
coherence. The key to the lack of
general continuity lies, | believe, in
two facts: firstly, as a child, Peter
Davis had very little family life and
formed no close bonds with his parents,
and secondly, the whole trend of social
expectations to which the son of a high
—ranking English army officer was ex—
posed, was irrelevant to his real apti—
tudes. The result was a man who, at
the age of 20, had no tailor—made r8le
to step into and no clearly defined
goals to pursue. He spent the next ten
years looking for them.

This was by no means a disaster, A

man who has literally to find
himself without any guidelines t¢
start with, who has to proceed
trial and error and perseveres
what could easily be regarded
life of failure or at best a
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sense of purpose which make
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