
. rr a Goya of the townships?
A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  G a l l e r y

l O l  s h o w e d  h i s  w o r k  f o r  t h e  f  i r s t  t i m e '

S i n c e  t h e n .  M s l a b a  Z w e l i d u m i l e  M x g a s i
-  b e t t e r  k n o w n  a s  s i m p l y  D u m i l e  -  h a s

b e c o m e  t h e  f a s t e s t - r i s i n g  n a m e  o n  t h e

Sou th  A f r i can  a r t  scene .
He  has  been  g i ven  a  one-man  show-

i n g  b y  t h e  D u r b a n  A r t  G a l l e r y ,  a n d  b e e n

bough t  by  them.  He  has  been  bough t  by

t h e  S . A .  N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  w h i c h ,  l a s t

mon th ,  acqu  i red  ano the r  o f  h  i  s  d raw ings '
N o  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  o f  h i s  w o r k s  ( t h r e e

d r a w i n g s .  t w o  t e r r a - c o n a s )  w e r e  s e l e c -

ted  fo r  show ing  on  the  S 'A '  B rewer ies

A r t  P r i z e  e x h i b i t i o n ,  w h  t c h  o P e n s  i n

t h e  C i v i c  T h e a t r e ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g '  o n

the  30 th  o f  th i s  mon th .  He  has  been

s h o w n  o n  8 , r o u p  e x h i b i t i o n s  i n  t h e  U ' S ' A '

A n d  h e  i J b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d  b y  M .  A c h i l l e

S a v o y ,  o n e  o f  B e l g i u m ' s  b i g g e s t  p r i v a t e

c o l l e c t o r s .
D u m i l e ,  a  X h o s a ,  i s  c o m P l e t e l Y  u n -

t r a i n e d  a s  a n  a r t i s t .  H e  h a s  a l s o  h a d

p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  a c a d e m i c  e d u c a t i o n '

A n d  i n  h i s  s h o r t  l i f e  o f  a b o u t  2 3  y e a r s
-  h e  d o e s  n o t  h i m s e l f  k n o w  h o w  o l d  h e

is  -  he  has  l i ved  the  knockabou t ,  o f ten

hazardous .  l i f e  o f  an  o rphan  in  the

t o w n s h i p s  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g .
H e  w a s  f o r  m o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  w i t h o u t

iden t i f i ca t i on  paPers ,  he  bears  the  sca rs

o f  many  bea t ings -up  and  s tabb ings  by

tso ts i s ,  and  once  he  laY  fo r  a  daY on  a

mor tua ry  s lab ,  o f f i c ia l l y  taken  fo r  dead '

A n d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  h e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e
S a n t a  t u b e r c u l o s i s  h o s p i t a l  i n  J o h a n n e s -
b u r 8 , ,  h i s  l u n g s  i n f e c t e d .

I t  w a s  h e r e  t h a t  h i s  g i f t  f o r  d r a w i n g
w a s  d i s c o v e r e d .  T h e  s y m p a t h e t i c  M a t r o n
p r o c u r e d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  h e  e n d -
e d  u p  b y  p a i n t i n g  l a r g e ,  i m p r e s s  i v e
mura ls .  When  he  was  re leased  f rom
hosp i ta l  a f te r  th ree  mon ths r  t rea tmen t ,
h e  w a s  g i v e n  h i s  f i r s t  h e l P  a n d  e n '
cou raS,ement  by  Mme Fernande  Haengg i ,
d i r e c t o r  o f  G a l l e r y  l 0 l -  e n c o u r a t e m e n t
wh ich  ex tended  as  fa r  as ,  w i th  Gordon
Vors te r ' s  l a rge -hear ted  suppor t ,  t ha t
h e  g o  a n d  l i v e  i n  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  h o m e  o u t
in  the  peace  and  qu ie t  o f  t he  coun t ry .

Dumi le  accePted .  He  s taYed  fo r  one

n  i g h t .
Then  he  con fessed  tha t  he  had  be t te r

re tu rn  to  town .  He  was  a f ra id ,  he  sa id '

o f  t he  c rocod i l e  wh ich  wou ld  c raw l  ou t

o f  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  e a t  h i m .
Perhaps  i t  i s  th i s  undercu r ren t  o f

g l . r s  p r im i t i ve ,  g ra f ted  on  the  wor ld l y -

w i s d o m  o f  a  o n e - t i m e  t o w n s h i p s  k i d .

t h a t  g i v e s  D u m i l e ' s w o r k  i t s  u n d e n i a b l e \

po tency .  A ' .

Look  a t  ' l  Am No t  a  Donkey '  ( l e f t )
bough t  by  the  Durban  Ga l le ry .  l s  i t
f u n n y ?  l s  i t  t r a g i c ?  O n e  m u s t  d e c i d e
f o r  o n e s e l f .

B u t  o n e  t h i n g  t h e r e ' s  n o  d e n y i n g .  l t
i s ,  l i k e  a l l  D u m i l e ' s  w o r k ,  u n i q u e .
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